NW Twite Project  December 2002 to December 2005

The project was initiated in the autumn of 2002, when it was proposed to colour ring twite at sites that had been fed for several years in the South Pennines.  There were two initial catching sites at Cant Clough near Burnley, and Light Hazzles near Littleborough.  When it became clear that the N Lancs Ringing Group were also catching twite at Heysham they were invited to join the project.  At about the same time Andre Raine was also starting a PhD at UEA, in part replicating but also extending the work done by Andy Brown et al in the early 1990s.  So his work colour ringing nestlings in the south Pennines also became incorporated.

More recently addition sites have been used in South Cumbria on the Duddon Estuary and Walney Island; at Donna Nook on the Lincolnshire and Walberswick on the Suffolk coast to monitor twite in their winter quarters.  Then in spring of 2005 a site at Banks on the Ribble Estuary was set up.

The chart A shows the number of adult twite ringed at each site.

Year
Cant C
L Hazzles
Heysham
Duddon
Walney
Donna N
Ribble

2002


13





2003
546
335
298





2004
  247
176
113
84

2


2005
    167
232
42
127


37

2006

11




43

Total
960
754
466
211

2
80

This is a total of 2,473 colour ringed twite 

In addition Andre Raine was responsible for ringing 345 nestlings in the South Pennines, 149 in 2003,171 in 2004, 25 in 2005.  This means that the project has ringed a total of 2,818 twite.

The chart B shows the number of retraps/controls at each sight. 

Year
Cant C
L Hazzles
Heysham
Duddon
Walney
Donna N
Ribble

2002








2003
531/29
44/30
187/2





2004
291/16
27/10
161/3
7/1

0/1


2005
185/4
103/23
80/3
36/7


18/3

2006
1
11/3




6/4

Total
1,007/50
185/66
362/8
43/8

0/1
24/7

This is a total of 1,621 recoveries and 140 controls.
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